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grandsons, one a lawyer, the other a surgeon,
also carry on the Whittaker tradition.

During his 4 years at West Point, Cadet
Whittaker found his greatest source of com-
fort and strength in the Bible. Today, fading
words on the inside cover of that fragile vol-
ume reveal a young man whose essential
goodness still offers a lesson to all of us. ‘‘Try
never to injure another by word, by act, or
by look even,’’ he wrote in his second year
at the academy. ‘‘Forgive as soon as you are
injured, and forget as soon as you forgive.’’

On the following New Year’s Day, Johnson
Whittaker resolved, and wrote in his Bible,
‘‘never to commit an act at which my kind
mother would have to blush, to do right at
all times, under whatever circumstances and
at whatever cost.’’

We cannot undo history. But today, finally,
we can pay tribute to a great American, and
we can acknowledge a great injustice. I
would like to do two things today: first, to
present to Mrs. Cecil Whittaker Pequette
what may have been her grandfather’s most
prized possession, that old Bible that soothed
his loneliness and was confiscated and kept
all these years as a part of his court-martial
record. And second, I am honored to present
the Whittaker family with the bars that Sec-
ond Lieutenant Johnson Chesnut Whittaker
earned but was denied.

May God bless his memory, and may all
of us honor his service to the United States
of America.

Major, please read the commission.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:38 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of the Army Togo
D. West, Jr.; Lt. Gen. Benjamin O. Davis, Jr.,
USAF (Ret.); Maj. Gen. Fred A. Gorden, Com-
manding General, U.S. Army Military District of
Washington; and Gen. Ronald H. Griffith, Vice
Chief of Staff, U.S. Army.

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in
Tel Aviv, Israel
July 24, 1995

On behalf of all Americans, I offer my
deepest condolences to the Government and
people of Israel at this tragic moment. Our

thoughts and prayers are with the victims of
this terrorist atrocity and their loved ones.

We join with all those working for peace
in expressing our outrage and condemning
in the strongest possible manner this brutal
act. Those responsible are seeking to deny
to Israelis and Palestinians alike the realiza-
tion of a new and better life of peace and
hope. But they shall not be allowed to suc-
ceed. Their vision is of the past, not of the
future, of hatred, not the reconciliation
which Israeli and Palestinian peacemakers
are striving to achieve.

Peace requires courage. The people of Is-
rael have demonstrated enormous resolve
and determination in pursuing the path of
peace. Through times of suffering as well as
rejoicing, the Government and people of the
United States stand with them.

Statement on House Action on
Appropriations Legislation

July 24, 1995

I proposed a reasonable plan to balance
the budget while investing more in education
and training. Republicans want to balance
the budget through cuts that hurt working
families while providing a huge tax cut that
goes largely to people who don’t need it.
They are cutting deeply into Medicare and
Medicaid, and they are cutting the very edu-
cation and training programs that our work-
ing families need.

Nowhere are the differences between my
approach and theirs more clear than the ex-
treme bill passed by the House Appropria-
tions Committee today. That measure slashes
critical resources for education, training, and
jobs for our people. If Congress sends me
this bill in its present form, I will have to
veto it.

I want to invest in our people, not turn
back the clock on them. There has always
been a strong bipartisan consensus for invest-
ment in quality education, training, health,
and worker protections. These harsh, par-
tisan, and unwise cuts undermine that con-
sensus as well as the future income and living
standards of working families and their chil-
dren.
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